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the spine. The bleeding was repeated, with some relief to the symptoms, but 
the patient died soon after quite asphyxiated. On dissection no satisfactory 
morbid appearances were found. 

I wo other similar cases are reported; they occurred in phthisical patients. 
k°. u,s * h'f work, “ Kccherches Anatomico-pathologiques sur la 

Phthisic,” inquires “ how shall we explain so sudden a death, when there 
has been no apparent accident, nor any precursory nor concomitant phenome¬ 
non. \\ e answer that it is not necessary to discover indurations, hepatiza- 
tion, engouement, or ulcerations, upon dissection, but that we must remember 
that the lungs are vital organs, and that their vitality may become suddenly af¬ 
fected by paralysis.— Ibid, from Archives Giniralcs. 


MATERIA MEDICA. 

, 22 - Therapeutic effects of the Syrup and Extract of the Shoots of Jsparamis.— 
The following- observations by M. Gendrix, relative to the action of the syrup 
ot the shoots of asparagus, are calculated to fix the value of that therapeutic 
agent. I he syrup employed by M. Gcndrin had been made the preceding vear, 
and he administered it to persons in health and to those who were slightly un¬ 
well He daily observed the state of the pulse in these persons, and'mea- 
sured the quantity of their drinks, and the urine they passed. All of them 
without exception had the quantity of their urine increased, and this commenced 
when the syrup was given in the dose of an ounce to an ounce and a half, but 
was not very marked until two ounces of the medicine were taken at a dose. 
” * en . ^ken in this dose the urine tripled, quadrupled, and even quintupled the 
quantity of drink, in all the individuals. AVhen this abundant diuresis was es- 
taolished, the greater number of these persons experienced thirst, and all had 
a considerable increase of appetite. M. G. repeated these experiments upon 
threeser.es of persons, consisting of three, of five, andoffour. Hcncvcrgave 
with the medicine any other drinks or other medicine than a pint and a half of 
barley water, ami of liquoriceroot water. 11c never found tile least odour of 
asparagus in the urine of these persons, nor their pulse to be lessened a single 
s roicc. 1 he day after the syrup of the shoots of asparagus was suspended, the 
diuresis ceased. In this respect the diuretic differs from the digitalis, after the 
use ot winch the patients continue to urinate copiously for seven or eight days. 

I. G. has administered the syrup of the shoots of asparagus to patients affected 
with dropsy, and particularly where that disease resulted from an affection of 
tnc heart. In all diuresis was produced; the remedy never failed except in 
patients in the last stage of the disease, when it is known that all diuretics fail, 
the action or the remedy upon patients affected with disease of the heart was 
never observed by any effect upon the heart. " If,” says M. G. “some of them 
have had their dyspiura relieved, this is what results in these cases from the use 
of all diuretics, when the diuresis is well established; this however does not 
prevent my admitting that there are some diuretics which act upon the heart, 
nut I attirrn that I have never been able to discover after the most careful exa¬ 
mination, cither in healthy persons or in those affected with disease of the 
heart, the slightest influence exercised over the action of this organ by the sy- 
rup of the shoots of asparagus.” 1 3 

M. Gcndrin has also used the extract of the shoots of asparagus, prepared by 
evaporating their juice. The extract he used corresponded to 48 grs. for an 
ounce ot the syrup. This he states to be more actively diuretic than the svrup. 
in the dose of 36 grs. it acts very powerfully, and in the dose of48 grs. it is as 
efficacious as the syrup in the dose of two ounces. It does not exert anv ap¬ 
preciable action upon the heart; does not produce any effect on the digestive 
organs, nor give any odour to the urine—Gas. Mid. de Paris, June, 1853. 
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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


„~'Jf W ? reparat, ™ 0f th '. C ™“ ! ' Potash fin- Cauterizing .—The following 
Srrr,/" »" *£rLST\“k * Uded in a c °‘ nm um<»'i°n by Dr. Hn« 0 , 5 
of ^rteririL X' 'X ■ 0r P !; bru ? rylast - as an exceedingly convenient means 
cisL form ?’ • d the a ‘>'nntage of making an eschar of such prc- 

S ‘ Z , e “ n C S,,rge0 " may deaire - Take °F Powdered quicklime six 
S lX P ° ,aS , 5 ’ r partsi P u J vcme the p° tass in an ' ron mortar, adding 

obtained^ u- d^,° ! ."f A b " C ’ very dr >' S~^h-white powda is thus 

obtained, "inch is to be preserved in a closely-stopped glass bottle. When 

ro“rit C of win“e e „’r a f S '! ffiC1C ' U q,,an, i‘J “ to be P oure d into a saucer, and enough 
f P ' r ‘L,? f '' T -. Go'osnc water “dded to make a paste, which is to be mixed 

n[!c,l t„ .| e ' n ° 'I - sbape a " d s ' zc of thc desired eschar. This is to be ap- 
Uie cellular tisl ’ “"“i ! nabom , fiva or six minutes the skin will be cauterized fo 
on the bonier. Of’, t Wh,C ' ™ V be k "°"' n b - V lbe a PP“™« of a small grav line 
esc .ar iZtl caustic paste. This last may be then removed, and the 

the naste is io b n * ", Ue Tlne K' ar - If it is desired to cauterize more deeply, 
D1 i P . n ‘ Hl ° b allou T d 'o roma.n on ten, fifteen, or even twenty minutes. The 
pain it produces is said to be moderate; less than from a blister. 


PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 

24. .W*** iIeta,l,c ° r Balcanie Brush .—Under this name Fnaxcis EnxF.ST 
Professor of pathology and practice of physic at Pavia, des- 
cnbes a rather singular remedy, for the cure of various neuralgic affections It 
not S ttdek'r’r P ,i y of a bundle ° f metallic wires, ffiascis c fills metallicis conficclumj 
ss,L , ! lan c °mmon knitting wires, firmly tied together by wire of the 
one^nTh or'i 1 ,’ 50 V to , fo ™ a cylinder of about four or five inches long, and 
°“ “ h °- r diree-fourths of an inch in diameter. This is applied to the pained 
i P nsfan?ane' 0US ^iy moistened with a solution of sea-salt, when it produces relief so 

OcSrfonXrt, 15 • Sa - d ’- that '}■ appcar510 **“ patients like t,le effect of a charm. 
S’T tbe pam ‘immediately and entirely extinguished, with thc accompa- 
' , ct ? f a peculiar sense of emanation from the spot to which the brush is 

method’ C n 5ing ,f. h i e pa . ,lent . to Relieve that the pain is truly extracted by this 
metlmd. °n withdrawing the brush, the uneasiness occasionally return^ but 

decidid r ts'tb d e U e r ff e , f °| r r’ ; T he ll ; n ^ er tbc a PP lic ation is continued, tbe more 
, t . he efft:ct obta| ned; and plienomena so singular have resulted from 
,1;™, at ' 0n '“ra, en - to astonish intelligent persons, quite on their guard 

against any magical illusion. 1 b 

Inillustration of the remedial effects of this agent, Hildenbrand mentions the 
min ? g .i CaSC ’ Whlcl * be desl ff n a‘es as altogether singular and wonderful. A 
man ol thirty, a porter by occupation, afflicted with violent periodical tic 
dofoureuxofthe face, f metupodynia.j was admitted into thc Clinical Wards of 
l . On applying tbe metallic brush over the left frontal nerve, the pain im¬ 
mediately disappeared from that one, but fixed on tbe corresponding nerve of 

at which'Die**’ ^ ^ bCC " previo “% *ee from pain, -ft* yefy moment 
at which the a rush was removed from the left frontal nerve, the pain returned 

ntenshv S ' n n SCa, ’. and therc ”!"" ned ' 'hough already remarkably abated in 

ouslv tirn nrnf app ',' nsa , T ?"' 0 'i™ 1 ' ,0 cach »“P»-orbital nerve simukane- 
ously, the piofessor banished the original nerve-ache of tile left side, and at the 
prevented it from appearing in the opposite one. The same moment, 
lioweter, a humming noise arose in each car, and this also immediately ceased 

thn Lb “ bc, - ng removed, when the nerve-ache returned immediately, 
though in a very mitigated form. 

Profe^L Vm °, b ,'I' c d , esircd effec ‘ from 'he use of the anodyne brushes. 
Professor X on Hildenbrand impresses thc necessity of determining, as accurate¬ 
ly as possible, the nature of the neuralgia, or tlie pathological state of the af¬ 
fected nerve. If the pain is merely nerrous, that is, proceeding from subversion 



